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Date of mailing (day/month/year) 



To: 



SATOH, Takahisa 

Sohshin International Patent Office 
4F Miyaki BIdg. 
4-2, Yanagibashi 2-chome 
Taito-ku, 
JAPON 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
00/8024-SNY 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
PCT/JPOO/02525 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
18 April 2000(18.04.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
19 April 1999(19.04.99) 


Applicant 

SONY CORPORATION et al 



1. Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

US 



In accordance with Rule 47.1(c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 
EP,JP 



The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1(a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
26 October 2000 (26.10.00) under No. WO 00/64187 

REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monrtor the 1 9-month time limit 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the fiational phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/lB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 



The International Bureau of W1PO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 

J. Zahra 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/308 (July 1996) 



3595005 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF RECEIPT OF 
RECORD COPY 

(PCT Rule 24.2(a)) 

5X80 



to: 



SATOH^ Takahisa 

Sohshin International Patent Office 

4F Miyaki BIdg. 

4-2, Yanagibashi 2-chome 

Taito-ku, Tokyo 1 1 1-0052 

JAPON 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
15 May 2000(15.05.00) 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


Applicant's or agenf s file reference 
00/8024-SNY 


International application No. 
PCT/J POO/02525 



The applicant is hereby notified that the International Bureau has received the record copy of the international application as 
detailed below. 

Name(s) of the applicant(s) and State(s) for which they are applicants: 

SONY CORPORATION (for all designated States except US) 

HIRANAKA, Daisuke (for US) 
International filing date 18 April 2000 (18.04,00) 

Priority date{s) claimed 19 April 1999 (19.04.99) 



Date of receipt of the record copy 
by the International Bureau 

List of designated Offices 



05 May 2000 (05.05.00) 



EP :AT3E,CH,CY,DE,DK,ES,FI,FR,GB,GRJE,IT,LU,MC,NUPT,SE 
National :JP,US 




ftcation. In case of any discrepancy between these data 
should immediately inform the International Bureau. 



ATTENTION V^frJ it SI f:^ 

The applicant should carefully check the data a 
and the indications in the international application. 

In addition, the applicant's attention is drawn to the information contained in the Annex, relating to: 
I X| time limits for entry into the national phase 
I X| confirmation of precautionary designations 
I I requirements regarding priority documents 
A copy of this Notification is being sent to the receiving Office and to the International Searching Authority. 



The International Bureau of WlPO 


Authorized officer: 




34, chemin des Colombettes 


Y. KUW>^^^>^^^ 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No. (41-22)740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/iB/301 (July 1998) 



003289073 



# 



THIS RAGE BMNKbbpto, 



Jntemational application No. 
ANNEi^B^FORM PCT/IB/301 PCT/J POO/02525 



E^^b^FORM PCT/IB/301 



INFORMATION ON TIME LIMITS FOR ENTERING THE NATIONAL PHASE 

The applicant is reminded that the "national phase" must be entered before each of the designated Offices indicated in the 
Notification of Receipt of Record Copy (Form PCT/IB/301) by paying national fees and furnishing translations, as prescribed by 
the applicable national laws. 

The time limit for performing these procedural acts is 20 MONTHS from the priority date or. for tf!5«J?^^*f.^^t«es 
which the applicant elects in a demand for international preliminary examination or in a later e ection, 30 '^0^™^';°"' 
priority date, provided that the election Is made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date, fome designated (or 
elected) Offices have fixed time limits which expire even later than 20 or 30 months from the priority date. In other Offices an 
extension of time or grace period, in some cases upon payment of an additional fee, is available. 

In addition to these procedural acts, the applicant may also have to comply with other special PP";^^^';^'" 
certain Offices. It is the applicant's responsibility to ensure that the necessary steps to enter P^^^^^.^l^^^^^^ " 

timely fashion. Most designated Offices do not issue reminders to applicants in connection with the entry into the national 
phase. 

For detailed information about the procedural acts to be performed to enter the nationalphase before each <'«signated 
Office, the applicable time limits and possible extensions of time or grace periods, and any other requiremen^ 
Chapters of Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. Information about the requirements for filing a demand for international 
preliminarv examination is set out in Chapter IX of Volume I of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 

GR and ES became bound by PCT Chapter II on 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, and "lay. therefore, 
be elected in a demand or a later election filed on or after 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997. respectively, regardless of 
the filing date of the international application. (See second paragraph above.) 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has 
the right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

CONFIRMATION OF PRECAUTIONARY DESIGNATIONS 

This notification lists only specific designations made under Rule 4.9(a) in the request It is important *° ^'^^f,"^ ^l'^^ 
designations are correct Errors in designations can be corrected where precautionary ^«*'S"»i'°"''.'^«Xfnrrna?^ Rule 4 9(c) 
Rule 4.9(b). The applicant is hereby reminded that any precautionary designations may be confirmed ^'^°''^'"l*^J^"\f.^^^^ 
before the expiration of 15 months from the priority date. If it is not confirmed, it wi I automatically be 

by the applicant There will be no reminder and no invitation. Confirmation of a designation •'^"S'st/ *'''"9 "°!^«nt 

specifying the designated State concerned (with an indication of the kind of protection f "^ ^^ P^^'"*"* 

of the designation and confirmation fees. Confirmation must reach the receiving Office within the 15-month time limit 

REQUIREMENTS REGARDING PRIORITY DOCUMENTS 

For applicants who have not yet complied with the requirements regarding priority documents, the following is recalled. 

Where the priority of an earlier national, regional or international application is claimed, the «PP''«f "/^'""f J"^^ 
of the said earlier application, certified by the authority with which it was filed ( the ^'''''^^"1^'°'^^^^^^^ 
(which will transmit it to the International Bureau) or directly to the International Bureau, before the ^'IP';;*'"^^^^^ 
he priority date, provided that any such priority document may still be submitted to the International ^^^^u before that date of 
international publication of the international application, in which case that document will be considered to have been received 
by the International Bureau on the last day of the 16-month time limit (Rule 17.1(a)). 

Where the priority document is issued by the receiving Office, the applicant may, instead of submitting the priority 
document request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit the priority document to the '"«e^"»*'°"f ' ^"^^-^^"f^ "fj^"*^* 
must be made before the expiration of the 16-month time limit and may be subjected by the receiving Office to the payment 
of a fee (Rule 17.1(b)). 

If the priority document concerned is not submitted to the International Bureau or if the request to the receiving Office 
to prepare and transmit the priority document has not been made (and the corresponding fee. if any, paid) w'*^'" *'^!,^PP''°^'''® 
time limit indicated under the preceding paragraphs, any designated State may disregard the priority 

designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity to furnish the priority 
document within a time limit which Is reasonable under the circumstances. 

Where several priorities are claimed, the priority date to be considered for the purposes of computing the 16-month time 
limit is the filing date of the earliest application whose priority is claimed. 



Form PCT/IB/301 (Annex) (July 1998) 
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PCT/JPOO/0252 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
SUBMISSION OR TRANSMITTAL 
OF PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

(PCT Administrative Instructions, Section 41 1) 



Date of matting (day/month/year) 
15 May 2000(15.05.00) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
00/8024-SNY 



To: 



SATOH, Takahisa 

Sohshin International Patent Office 

4F Miyaki BIdg. 

4-2, Yanagibashi 2-chome 

Taito-ku, Tokyo 111-0052 

JAPON 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International application No. 
PCT/JPOO/02525 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
18 April 2000(18.04.00) 



International publication date (day/month/year) 
Not yet published 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
19 April 1999(19.04.99) 



Applicant 

SONY CORPORATION et al 



1. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt (except where the letters "NR" appear in the right-hand column) by the 
International Bureau of the priority document(s) relating to the earlier application(s) indicated below. Unless otherwise 
indicated by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt, or by the letters "NR", in the right-hand column, the priority 
document concerned was submitted or transnnitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). 

2. This updates and replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority documents. 

3. An asterisM*) appearing next to a date of receipt in the right-hand column, denotes a priority docunrient submitted 
or transmitted to the International Bureau but not in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). In such a case, the attention 
of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim 
concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document 
within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

4. The letters "NR- appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority document which was not received by the International 
Bureau or which the applicant did not request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau. 

as provided by Rule 17.1(a) or (b), respectively. In such a case, the attention of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which 
provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, 
upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is reasonable under the 
circumstances. 



Prioritv date Prioritv application No. 

19 Apri 1999(19.04.99) 11/110962 



Countrv or regional Office 
or PCT receiving Office 

JP 



Date of receipt 
of prioritv d ocument 

05 May 2000 (05.05.00) 





Authorized officer 


The International Bureau of WlPO 




34, chemin des Colombettes 




1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/304 (July 1998) 
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Even though the image compression standaids predicated by the high bit rate which has been an industry standard are iKcd, the 
quality of image is maintained as much as possible and a low bit rate is realized. High-efficiency compression of a B picture can be earned 
out only when the image quality of the preceding and succeeding P pictures is maintained to some extent When the bit rate is exrnmelylow 
and the image quality of the P pictures is low. the B picture caimot be efficiently compressed and accordingly the image quahty of die P 
pictures be<»mes woise. thereby causing in a vicious circle. When the mean quantization scale of the B picmre at status 0 reaches a 
maximum, it means that the compression efficiency of the B picture loweis. Therefore the status is changed to status 1 to c^ge M to one, 
and encoding is performed without using die B picture. When M is equal to one, the distance between the P pictures is one frame. Therefore 
the predicted efficiency is higher tfian tiiat when M is equal to three if only the P pictures are considered. When theaatus is changed to 
status 2 3 and 4 pictures forcedly skipped increase gradually, thereby further suppressing the amount of information produced. 
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